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brightest hopes. Those dark realities which have
been taken as arguments for pessimism are them-
selves, when correctly understood, the foundations
of the only sound philosophy of social progress.

The only proper attitude on all these questions
is to view the universe objectively. Dismissing
forever all idea of what it ought to be, we must
simply seek to determine what it is. We must
also divest ourselves wholly of the notion that
we can determine this by pure reflection. There
is no fixed way in which things must be which
enables us to reason out the way they are. While,
of course, the way they are is really the only way
they could have been, still the antecedent causes
which have brought them into existence, besides
being unknown to man, are so infinitely complex
that they are for the most part wholly beyond his
grasp. For example, any one can conceive of a solar
system in which no single relation is the same as
exists in ours. Any one can conceive of beings in-
habiting a planet all of which shall be entirely
different from any of those that inhabit this earth.
The plan of structure of organic forms depends
entirely upon the initiative which first launched
each type upon its career. This initiative is wholly
fortuitous. The vertebrate type of animals, for
example, must be looked upon as clue to some pri-
mordial accident, as it were, i.e., some coincidence
of causes, external and internal, at the appropriate
time and place, that happened to determine that